
 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021 

Season’s Greetings! 

We’ve had a long and very productive term here at Ravenshall, and thankfully, without any Covid 

disruptions.  

As you’d expect, we have had a lot to celebrate this term and some significant events to recognise. 

Staff and pupils continue to rise to challenges and have made us very proud of their achievements. 

RAVENSHALL OUTREACH 

Working with the Local Authority, staff from Ravenshall have begun to provide an outreach service 

to some mainstream schools and their families, to help support children who have Special 

Educational Needs. Currently, Ravenshall staff are sharing their expertise with colleagues in 8 

Kirklees Primary schools who are developing strategies and best practice to support pupils’ learning 

and social skills. In time, it’s hoped that this will be expanded to include more children and some 

shared teaching opportunities with local schools. Deputy Headteacher Mrs Blackburn is leading this 

exciting and innovative scheme and will update parents as new plans are finalised. 

PARENTS CONSULTATION 

We hope that you found the November Parent Consultation ‘catch up’ days useful. This is the first 

time we have conducted such a session in this format, but feedback from both parents and teachers 

has been really positive. Staff were able to offer flexible appointments times which parents/carers 

found easy to organise and welcomed the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress and 

achievements over the first half term. Thanks for your comments – they were much appreciated. 

BBC CHILDREN IN NEED 

What a generous lot you are! This year the school raised over £223 for this year’s event. Staff and 

pupils enjoyed a ‘dress down’ or ‘non uniform’ day and made a contribution to the charity.  

FRIENDS OF RAVENSHALL CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

It’s great to see support from parents with all the fundraising and charitable work which takes place 

throughout the year. During this particular season of ‘goodwill’ the Friends of Ravenshall organised a 

spectacular Christmas Fayre which was very well attended by over 130 family members and friends. 

All classes had their own individual stalls selling some lovely things including handmade crafts, 

foodstuff, decorations, and games. As always, the ever-popular Chocolate Tombola was a firm 

favourite with all our pupils! There was a pretty spectacular raffle too. With nearly 40 prizes to be 

won, including cosmetic gift sets, Christmas food hampers, boxes of chocolates, seasonal treats and 

family Christmas novelty sets it was one of our most successful raffles ever! The total amount raised 

was an incredible £2,000!  

 



The Friends of Ravenshall did an amazing job getting everything organised and worked incredibly 

hard before and during the event. Special thanks must go to one of our staff members and Chair of 

Friends of Ravenshall, Mrs Sue Pryor. She had the unenviable task of getting us all motivated and  

coordinated in school. Thanks Sue, you did a brilliant job!! 

STAFFING NEWS   

As a popular and ever growing school it’s no surprise to learn that our talented staffing team 

continues to grow too! To meet our pupils needs we have recently appointed Katie and Gemma who 

are part of our personal care team, and to add to our support staff team we have employed Megan 

and Emily as apprentice ETAs. However, we say a fond ‘Goodbye and Thank You’ to ETA Danni Stott 

who leaves us for pastures new at the end of this term.   

Two teachers have also joined our ranks to cover Maternity leave and to work on Outreach and 

interventions. Mr Badr El Maimouni will be teaching in the Secondary department whilst Mrs Kati 

Law will be teaching in P2 & P3.  

Miss Tonge starts her maternity leave after Christmas and we send our very best wishes to her whilst 

she awaits the birth of her baby. Good Luck Allana! 

PRIMARY PANTO 

It was lovely to see so many parents and relatives in school last week as pupils in our 

Primary department performed the pantomime ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. It was a 

stunning performance by all the children who sang their hearts out, did some 

amazing signing and thoroughly enjoyed themselves acting out the story. Well 

done to everyone involved in the production. It was a special afternoon which made us 

all very proud of our pupils’ achievements. 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER  

The festive fun continues on Wednesday when Tina, Sarah, Jackie and Ann once again cook us their 

famous and much anticipated Christmas Lunch! All the pupils have chosen their menu and are 

looking forward to sharing their delicious meal in the comfort and fun of their own classrooms. They 

have all decided how they want their base to be decorated and will enjoy this very special social 

occasion with their friends, class teacher and support staff.  

It will be lovely to share this happy and seasonal day with our Post 16 learners who will be joining in 

the fun at the Main School. We’re all looking forward to that!  

Unfortunately, the Christmas Disco has had to be cancelled due to the latest Covid guidance from 

the Government, however we will have our fingers crossed that this very popular event can be 

included in another celebration in 2022. 



 

AND FINALLY…….. 
 
After over 10 years wonderful years as Headteacher at Ravenshall School this is my last newsletter 
before I leave at the end of this term. 
 
Since 2010, it has been my greatest privilege to have been the Headteacher and to have worked and 
served within this most ‘special’ of schools.  
 
I have been incredibly fortunate to have worked with and be the leader of an amazing team of staff. 
Every team - Cleaning, Admin, Support staff, Catering, Teaching, Healthcare, Behaviour and 
Inclusion, and of course the school’s amazing Governing Body, have worked together for the benefit 
of our children, young people and their families. Their collective talents, experience, dedication, and 
commitment to excellence has been the reason my job has been such a rewarding, enjoyable and 
memorable experience. 
It goes without saying that I am so proud of what we have accomplished together over these last 10 
years or so. I want to thank you all most sincerely for your support and belief in what we do for your 
amazing children. I appreciate how much trust you have in our school, and I have felt this 
throughout my tenure. 
 
You will be pleased to hear that your new Headteacher, Mr Rik Robinson, shares our vision and 
ethos. I know that you will welcome him warmly into the Ravenshall family. 
 
Whilst I will miss working with everyone involved in Ravenshall School, I am looking forward to 
fulfilling my long-held plans to travel to some exciting new destinations - during term time!  
 
With very best wishes for a Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year. 
 
 
Jeanette Tate 
Headteacher                                          
 
 

  
  

 

 


