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SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
WELCOME TO RAVENSHALL
Learners, Parents, Carers,

MRS TATE
Head Teacher

MR OWEN
Deputy Head Teacher

MRS BLACKBURN
Deputy Head Teacher

We would like to take this opportunity to offer you all a very warm
welcome to Ravenshall.
Despite the fact that many of our learners have had to work from home
in recent weeks they have made, and continue to make excellent
progress.
All the parents and carers of our current learners were delighted to
hear about this at our parents consultation event that happened in the
spring term.
We work very hard to ensure that our communication systems
between home and school are working well and that you know what to
do if you need to contact the school for any reason.
We hope as soon as possible you will join the school Dojo system so
that you can play an important role in engaging children with their
work, behaviour and recognising their achievements and rewards for
‘getting it right’.
We very much hope you will enjoy receiving regular updates on all the
things your child has been involved in, which at Ravenshall is a lot!
Before the lockdown it had been lovely to see the children enjoying so
many trips and visits out of school to extend their learning and social
skills. We now very much look forward to you being able to participate
in some of the fantastic opportunities organised for you.
We know that staff are busy planning an exciting and engaging
timetable for you all, so please rest, stay safe, and enjoy your summer
as you will need lots of energy and enthusiasm for when you start in
September.
Take care and enjoy your summer
Best Wishes
Mrs Tate, Mr Owen, Mrs Blackburn

SECONDARY TEACHERS
Key Stage 4 Leader
Hi I’m Mr Swaine, I am Key Stage 4 Leader and
and Head of PE. We put lots of time into making
sure you have lots of fun PE lessons.
I am really looking forward to meeting you all and
hopefully handing out some achievement
certificates in assembly for all the successes you
are going to have in your new lessons.
Keep safe, have a lovely summer and see you
soon!

Meet
Mr Swaine

MR SWAINE
KS4 Leader – Head of PE

MRS KILBRIDE

MISS CLEWIS

MISS WOOD

MRS BRIGGS
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MRS HORAN

SECONDARY TEACHERS
Key Stage 3 Leader

MR TURNER
KS3 Leader – Teacher of PE
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Hello I’m Mr Turner. I’m Key Stage 3 Leader and I am
very much looking forward to you starting with us
here at Ravenshall. I hope you have a very restful
summer as you will need all your energy for your new
start in September, as Key Stage 3 is full of exciting
new activities that your teachers are busy planning at
the moment.
You’ll have your own timetable so you’ll know exactly
what to do and a supportive form tutor who will be
able to answer all of your questions.
If I don’t see you in PE I’ll see you in assembly where
hopefully you’ll be getting some certificates for all the
wonderful work you’ll be doing.
Take care, stay safe and we’ll see you soon.

Meet
Mr Turner

Mr Turner

MRS TUNNINGLEY

MISS SIKHOSANA

MRS HILL

MRS TRAVIS

MRS FARRAR SMITH

MR GARSIDE

MRS JENKINSON

MISS COCKER

PRIMARY TEACHERS
Primary Leader
Hello everyone!
I hope you’re having a lovely summer. We are busy
getting everything ready for you to start in September.
There are going to be some challenges, lots of
learning and lots and lots of fun.
You will see me popping into your lessons, in
assemblies and for some of you I will be teaching
some of your lessons. I love singing and signing and
listening to all the fantastic things that you have been
up to, my door is always open so come and tell me a
wow moment from your week…….. If you’ve got
time!

MRS KEEN
Primary Leader –
Primary Maths Lead

MISS TONGE

Take care and keep safe and we will see you very
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Meet
Mrs Keen

soon!
Mrs Keen

MISS LODGE

MRS AINGE

KS1/2

MY TRANSITION

MY STAFF

MISS SNOWDEN

MRS WAYMAN
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MRS ERRETT
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Welcome to Ravenshall PfA! We are very much
looking forward to you starting in September.
My name is Mrs Errett and I’m the PfA Leader. I
will see you in all your lessons when I pop in to
see how you are getting on, but I will teach you
Craft, Design Technology and Horticulture. We
make lots of wonderful things in PfA which we
sell in our enterprise activities. As part of PfA we
expect 100% effort from all our learners and that
is why we have a fantastic team of staff to help
you along the way. Have a lovely summer and
we’ll see you soon!
Becks Errett

PfA LEADER
Hello there! My name is Janet Ellis, I work in the Preparation for Adulthood (PfA)
department at Ravenshall School.
I have been a member of staff at Ravenshall for quite some time and a member of
PfA staff since its very inception.
I teach Life and living skills and all the related activities that life skills encompasses;
food technology, menu planning, budgeting and home management. We also as a
group participate in enterprise opportunities, making and selling delicious food to
our staff members throughout school.

MRS ELLIS
PfA
Teacher

I also teach Functional Skills English, teaching the requisite English skills that
learners may require in the future in preparation to becoming independent adults.
I introduce learners to the ‘World of Work’ helping them develop skills and qualities
required when they undertake their work experience, this incorporates out and about
travel skills; using public transport safely and sensibly.
I also prepare learners for their transition to Kirklees College following year 13.
The new school year is always exciting, getting ready to welcome new learners into
our department and this year will be no exception despite the Covid 19 difficulties
we have had to overcome. I hope you are all safe and well and have survived the
pandemic with a sane mind and body!
I look forward to developing a good relationship with both learners and parents and
look forward to seeing you all in September.

Janet Ellis

MR ETCHELLS
PfA Teacher
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Hi everyone my name is Phil Etchells. I think it’s a wonderful privilege to work in
PfA because, as a staff, we adopt a true teamwork approach and this is also the
ethos that we encourage with our students that are in our care. I particularly enjoy
the range of outdoor learning that we undertake in PfA for several reasons. I enjoy
trying out new experiences and challenges and I get a lot of enjoyment seeing our
students overcoming the problems and challenges that they are set. It’s fantastic
when we hear them say ‘I can do it!’. I believe that everybody has their part to play
within a team and helping each other to be ready for the next phase of learning at
College is a major part of the learning that we do. I also enjoy the practical and
physical side of working in PfA. At times, it can be very tiring because we do so
many different things in different places in our curriculum ranging from team
building skills at Little Deer Wood to creating enterprise products to sell as part of
our horticultural work related skills. There is never a dull moment in PfA and it is a
very exciting team to be part of for adults and students alike. I also enjoy teaching
maths and this has been my specialty for a number of years in schools I have
worked at. Whatever I am teaching, I think it’s important to teach and learn and have
lots of fun along the way when we are doing it! Phil Etchells

PfA Teacher
Hi PfA learners
My name is Mr Wilson and I am very much looking forward to meeting you all. I
will work with all of you at some point in the week, so I am very lucky to have that
opportunity.
I teach life skills and core skills, I will be there to support you at the gym and for
lots of other trips and offsite sessions. My door is always open and you can come
and see me for a chat anytime I’m not teaching. I am looking forward to September
and getting to know you all.

MR WILSON
PfA Teacher

MRS COLLINS
PfA Teacher

Stephen Wilson

CATERING, HOSPITALITY
and EVENTS MANAGEMENT
If you are on the Catering and Hospitality Flight Path you will
learn health and safety in the workplace, health and hygiene in
the catering industry, how to organise a small scale event and
many many cooking and food preparation skills, as well as
literacy in action and maths in action. There will be many
enterprise activities and some off site learning.
You will develop a good understanding of potential employment
opportunities in the Hospitality industry and what you need to
do in order to access these.
You will organise parties, festivals and galas and run a
restaurant for friends and family.
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SPORTS, LEISURE and
ENVIRONMENTAL
AWARENESS
If you are on the Sports, Leisure and Environmental
Awareness flightpath you spend time improving your fitness,
developing team skills, looking closely at the leisure industry
and potential employment opportunities and understanding
your local and regional environment and how we impact on
it currently and how we could positively impact on it in the
future.
You will look at volunteering opportunities in the local area
and ways you can become involved in the community when
you graduate from Ravenshall PfA.
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HORTICULTURE,
PRODUCT DESIGN AND
CREATIVE ARTS
If you study on this flight path you will really get in touch
with your creative side. We will be looking to design and
produce products to sell as part of PfA enterprise by using
lots of creative techniques and materials. We will be doing
clay work, working with wood, metal and plastic. We will be
experimenting with recycled materials and transforming
disused items into desirable gifts.
You will develop life skills through textiles and learn to grow
vegetables and flowers to supply the catering flightpath and
improve our immediate environment. There will be plenty of
offsite opportunities on this flight path as we immerse
ourselves into the arts and gardens in our local area and
look at the possible employment opportunities for you upon
graduating from Ravenshall PfA.
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PfA Curriculum:
Enterprise –

Everyone gets involved in enterprise activities to raise money for trips and new equipment. This is
also a great way to learn about money practicing our maths in action!

PE –
We all visit the Gym once a week to keep ourselves healthy and fit.

Life Skills –
Everyone learns to plan and prepare a meal as well as shopping for all the ingredients.

Horticulture –
Some of you will have opportunity to learn how to grow your own vegetables which we can use in
our recipes.

Arts, Crafts and Design Technology –
You will have opportunity to develop your creative skills, learn how to use tools and how to make
some useful products.

VLP – Vocational Learning Pathways
You will study a chosen pathway in your focus area. See the pathway information pages. This will give
the skills to really excel in these areas, gain some qualifications and certification for your
achievements and potentially look at this area in terms of employment or volunteering opportunities.
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Here at Ravenshall we are always looking at ways to enrich the curriculum
and provide opportunities for pupils to develop their life skills.
Activities currently include;
ICT Club
Karate
School Ambassadors
Cycling
Duke of Edinburgh
Allotment Fest
Football club
Performing arts
Dance
Playground games
Christmas lunch
Little Deer Wood
Disability Sports
Residential to Bradley Wood
Forest Schools
Netball for All
Drop Down Days
Makaton Choir
Donkey sanctuary visits

Out and about
Sports Leaders
Residential to Keswick
Football Matches
Lego club
Charity Shop
Tong Wood
Media City
Batley Bull Dogs
Cafe
Sports Day
Christmas Fayre
Party in the Park
Play Gym
Swimming
Work experience

Speak to your form tutor or Key Stage Leader to
See which ones you can get involved in!

2021 - 2022

MY TRANSITION

MY DAY
START AND FINISH TIMES

We start at 8:45am and we finish at 3:00pm. There is a
morning break and lunch break.

UNIFORM
You must wear a uniform. Blue sweatshirts for Primary
and burgundy sweatshirts for Secondary.

PE KIT
You need a PE Kit for your PE lessons. Black shorts,
white T-shirt and trainers. You can buy these from
school if you wish.

LOCKERS
These are available for Secondary students to keep all
their belongings in. We ask for a small deposit before
you collect your key.

DINNER MONEY
Everything is done through Parent Pay so there is no
need to bring in any money.

MOBILE PHONES
For your safety mobile phones are not allowed in
school. If you bring one in just hand it in to your form
tutor and collect it at the end of the day.

2021 - 2022

MY TRANSITION

MY DAY
START AND FINISH TIMES

We start at 8:45am and we finish at 3:00pm. There is a
morning break and Lunch break.

UNIFORM
There is NO uniform in PfA we just ask that you are
clean and tidy and don’t wear any items which have
slogans or logos that could cause offence.

PE KIT
Everyone gets involved in some sort of PE so you will
need a suitable change of clothes, shorts, t-shirt,
tracksuit, trainers etc, these can be your own clothes.

LOCKERS
These are available for PfA students to keep all their
belongings in. We ask for a small deposit before you
collect your key.

DINNER MONEY
Everything is done through Parent Pay so there is no
need to bring in any money.

MOBILE PHONES
For your safety mobile phones are not allowed in
school. If you bring one in just hand it in to your form
tutor and collect it at the end of the day.
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REWARDS –

We love rewarding, good behavior, hardwork and effort, being kind and helpful and lots of other
positive things at Ravenshall.
If you show some of these positive behaviours you will win Dojo points.
You can use your dojo points to buy prizes in our rewards shop.
You may also receive certificates and sometimes even trophies for your hard work, effort and
getting it right!
Classes who get the most dojos also get to go on a rewards trip or win a party pack for the whole
class.

CERTIFICATES AND TROPHIES

DOJO SHOP

REWARDS TRIPS

PARTY PACK
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SCHOOL COUNCIL &
AMBASSADORS

Mr Garside organises our School Council, which is a group set up to give
students the opportunity to have their opinion. One representative from
each form group is invited to join meetings, share their thoughts and
represent their friends.
This means you can make sure your opinions are shared with the teachers
including the Leadership Team and Mrs Tate our Head Teacher.
Your opinions are taken very seriously.

Sometimes you might be asked to represent the school at important
meetings and school events.
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Where can you find Mr
Whitaker or Miss Stanley?

The Medical
Room
MR WHITAKER & MISS STANLEY
Hi everyone, hope you are safe and well. We look forward
to meeting you in September!

Photo of Room

Why might you visit the
medical room?
•
•
•
•

When can I visit the medical
room?
•

Medical Room
If a student becomes ill or requires first aid they will be
taken to the medical room. The medical room is also
the place where students receive medication that they
need to take during the school day. Students who
require physiotherapy or stretching exercises as part of
their daily routine will undertake their sessions in the
medical room.

You need first aid
You feel very unwell
You need medication
You have Physio

When ever you need as long
as you have asked your
teacher, or another adult,
unless you have a scheduled
meeting / appointment.

What should I do if I need the
Medical room or to see Mr
Whitaker or Miss Stanley?
•

Ask your teacher or an adult.
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The Office
The School Office is full of very helpful but very busy people. They
are busy answering the phone, writing letters, ordering things for
your lessons, planning your Annual Review meetings, answering
emails, sorting out your exams and lots more besides.
They are always happy to help you but ask a teacher first so we
always know where you are!

Where can I find the office?

MRS THACKRAY
BUSINESS
MANAGER

MRS KEMP

MRS OATES

The office is at the front of school it
is the first place you come to if you
enter via the main doors. Don’t
forget to sign in if you’re a visitor
and make sure you wash your hands
or use Anti – bac gel.

Why might you visit the office?
•
•
•
•

MRS BLYTHE

MRS KHAN

MISS DARBYSHIRE

•
•

You may need a letter or to drop
off a letter
To hand in some money
Sort out a locker
You may deliver letters to form
groups
Need some help but are not
sure who to ask
You may be picked up early –
don’t forget to sign out

When can I visit the office?
•
MRS CROSSLEY

Whenever you need the help of
the office team, or for the
reasons above, but make sure
you have asked a teacher first.
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Where is the dining room?
Near the front of school. Turn
left past the Zone and it’s on the
right
Scan the QR Code
and take a look at
the dining room.

JACKIE / SARAH / TINA
We are looking forward to meeting you all. We put the menu up outside the dining
room for you to see. We expect respectful, nice behaviour while we have our lunch.
Don’t forget to line up nicely and clear your plate away when you’ve finished.

Photo of Room

Dining Room
The dining room is a sociable space where you can get
your lunch and sit with your friends. There is always
lots of choice, and you can see what the menu is each
day as you line up nicely to come into lunch.
Tina and her staff are friendly and helpful, and their
lunches are always tasty and healthy!
You may also use the dining room for PE and
assembly.

Why might you visit the
dining room?
•
•
•
•

For your lunch
For an assembly
For PE
For singing and signing.

When can I visit the dining
room?
Primary, Secondary and all have
their lunches at different times so
there is plenty of space in the
dining room.
Staff will tell you when it is your
turn to go in for your lunch.

Dietary Needs
All dietary needs, necessary for
medical reasons will be catered
for if you have school meals.
There are always vegetarian and
Halal options.
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Where can I find The
Zone?
The Zone is at the front of
school. Opposite the main doors
close to the office and the
dining room.

MR HINEWRIGHT
Lead Teacher in The Zone

Why might you visit The
Zone
•
•
•

Lessons VLA / Pathways /
Arts Award
School Radio
Makaton Sessions

Who uses The Zone?
•

THE ZONE
The Zone is a fantastic facility, it is a multi media room
with a green screen studio, cameras, speakers, sound
recording equipment and much more.
You can work on lots of different creative projects in
here. You might make a short film, a piece of
animation, record a poem or make and record some
sound effects or be on the school radio station.

It all depends on what you
have on your time table but
The Zone can be used by
Ravenshall learners of all
ages from Primary to PfA.

What should I do if I would
like to get involved in The
Zone?
•
•
•

Ask your form teacher
Talk to your Key Stage Leader
Talk to Mr Hinewright
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Where can I do
Makaton?

You can use Makaton anytime any
place it’s a great skill to learn and
share.
You can learn Makaton in your class
with your teacher or in special
sessions run by Mrs Caie.

MRS CAIE
Communication Lead
I’m Mrs Caie and I teach Makaton to lots of learners, I
am looking forward to teaching you all Makaton here at
Ravenshall. Feel free to chat to me any time I would be
happy to help you with your signing!

The Zone – Mrs Caie runs singing
and signing groups from the Zone
and Mr Hinewright plays the guitar.
It’s a great way to develop your
signing and enjoy some great music.
The dining room – Mrs Caie runs Key
Stage singing and signing sessions
for the different Key Stages a great
chance to practice your Makaton and
sing your heart out with all your
friends.

When do I get to do
Makaton?
Holocaust Memorial performance at Dewsbury Town Hall

MAKATON
At Ravenshall we are very proud of all the Makaton we
do. Staff and learners learn Makaton to help them
communicate with each other.
We use Makaton in lessons, around school and in
special Makaton singing and signing sessions which
are lots and lots of fun.

•
•
•
•
•

Lessons
KS3 Pathways
KS4 VLA
Singing and signing at
2:20pm in the afternoon
Special performances out of
school on stage for those
who want to
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Where can you
find Mrs
Greenwood and
her team?

The Can Do Room
MRS GREENWOOD

MEET THE CAN DO TEAM

MR POLLARD

MRS PATHAN

MR SILKSTONE

MR HERRINGTON

Photo of Room

The Can Do Room is in the main school building next to
the ICT suite in the senior department.
It is used during breaks and lunchtimes for pupils to gather
and socialise or take part in activities such as jigsaws,
drawing or colouring, listening to music, watching tv or just
to chat with friends.
The Can Do Room is also there as a time out area for pupils
who need thinking time, or a chat to one of the Inclusion
team staff members.
1-1 support with work is often carried out and pupils who
need to work by themselves in a calm, quiet area make use
of the room.
Support is always available from the inclusion team and all
are welcome.
Mrs Greenwood

MRS WASILEWSKI

Scan the QR Code
and take a look at the
Can Do Room

FOOD TECHNOLOGY
Welcome to the Food Room.
In the Food Room we have lots of important equipment, we
have 4 ovens so we can cook all the yummy food you will
make. Each cupboard has a special sign to show you where
everything is, you will be able to find spoons, bowls, graters
and even pasta makers! In Food Technology lessons you will
learn how to bake bread and cakes, cook delicious healthy
meals and learn how to use the equipment safely. We also
talk a lot about healthy eating and how to store food
properly. The most important thing to remember is that we
always have lots of fun. I can't wait to meet you all!

Mrs Farrar-Smith
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Check out our
Food Technology
Room
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PE in the Dining Room
The Dining Hall is a big room where different activities
happen.
In this space you can do many things including:
•
•
•
•
•

Eat with friends at lunchtime
Gather together ready to go to your bus
Make music
Watch and take part in shows
Enjoy P.E. activities
o Dance
o Games
o Apparatus work

What do I need for
PE in the Dining Room?
•
•
•

Ravenshall T-shirt
Black shorts / track suit bottoms /
leggings
Trainers and socks
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Check out our
Art Studio

Secondary Art Studio
At Ravenshall we have a bright, stimulating and engaging art studio.
Students’ work is displayed in the art room and across the school,
showcasing the achievements of pupils in all year groups.
In the art studio the seating is organised into two areas, as this leads to
greater opportunities for sharing and discussing ideas and techniques.
The art and design department will develop your curiosity and
understanding of the work of other artists, designers and cultures. We
have collected an abundance of artefacts that you can study and learn
from.
We hope that everyone will enjoy and feel engaged in art and design, in
all its forms including: collage; drawing and painting; 3D construction
and clay work; textiles.
If you work hard in Art you may win the “Smartest Artist” certificate, this
is awarded each week in assembly.
Miss Wood

What do you need to know?
•

You wear Aprons in Art to
keep you clean.

Design Technology
Workshop
Ravenshall are very lucky to have a very well resourced DT room.
We have a Laser Cutter, Vacuum Former and lots of different hand tools.
We make all sorts of exciting projects throughout the year.
You will learn skills in working with wood, plastic and textiles.
Some of our learners have made planters for the garden, clocks,
jewellery, toys and many many more things.
The first thing we teach all learners in the DT room is how to be safe!
We want everyone to have a very enjoyable time in the DT room but also
a very safe time, so it is important that learners follow all the safety
instructions sensibly and carefully.
We are looking forward to you joining us and look forward to making
lots of exciting projects.
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What do you need to
know?
•

You wear aprons in
DT to keep you clean.

•

Always wait outside
the classroom for
your teacher.
Check out our
Design Technology
Room

ICT ROOM
We are very lucky at Ravenshall to have a lovely spacious
ICT room where everyone can use their own PC.
You will learn all sorts of interesting things in ICT from
Internet Safety to programming Lego robots.
Don’t worry if you have not used much ICT we will teach
you everything you need to know.
As well as PC computers we also have a set of iPads that
you will be able to use in lessons.
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Check out our
ICT Room
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THE SCIENCE ROOM

Check out our
Science Room

THE SPORTS HALL /
CHANGING ROOMS
Everyone at Ravenshall recognises how important it is to
have a healthy lifestyle so we all get involved in some
exciting fun PE lessons where we can keep fit, build our
confidence, make new friends and work as a team. We do
PE in the Sports Hall, out on the field, outdoor basketball
courts and sometimes in the Dining Room.
For personal hygiene reasons we ask everyone to wear PE
kit, white T-shirt, black shorts and trainers. You will be
given plenty of time before and after your PE lessons to get
changed.
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What are the Sports Hall and
the Changing Rooms like?
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SECONDARY CLASSROOM
In Secondary you sometimes move classrooms for your lessons.
You will have a base where you go every morning and have some of
your lessons but for VLA or Pathways you may need to use a special
room with specialist equipment like the Food Room, Design
Technology Room, ICT Room, Music Room, Sports Hall, The Art
Room, The Zone or the Science Room.
All classrooms have interesting displays full of helpful information or
showing off some of the amazing work that happens in that room.
Keep an eye out on the corridors, this is where your locker will be and
other displays that tell you all the different people who can help you
around school.

What is it like to walk around
Secondary?

Check out our
Secondary
Department
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PRIMARY CLASSROOM
Primary are very lucky to have some lovely bright
classrooms. There are lots of colourful displays that show
some of the wonderful work that has been produced as well
as information to help you learn.
Some displays help you learn about your emotions and will
support you in making the right choices.
Everyone at Ravenshall looks after their classrooms and
keeps them nice and tidy.
Learners in Primary have a great time using all the fabulous
learning resources, there are games and lots of things to
help us learn.

What is it like to walk around
the Primary department?

Check out our
Primary
Department

LIBRARY
You may have some lessons or intervention
sessions in the library with some of the friendly
Primary staff.
You may just want to help yourself to a book and get
stuck into a good story?

SENSORY ROOM
Full of stimulating sensory resources the sensory
room is an excellent place to relax and calm down.
A soothing, comfortable space for you to use.
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Check out our
Library and Sensory Room
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SEMI-FORMAL LEARNING
Welcome to our Semi-Formal department.
In Semi-Formal we work hard to develop our communication skills using speech, signs and symbols. We learn
through practical experiences, teacher led activities and sensory play. It can get quite messy!
We use music to help us learn and love singing and signing.
We also work hard on life skills such as keeping ourselves healthy, cooking and shopping, so that we can do more
things for ourselves.

MUSIC ROOM
All learners at Ravenshall may have opportunity to learn in the music room with Mrs Briggs.
There are lots of different instruments for students to have a go at.
Some learners have separate music lessons, learning to play an instrument such as the keyboard.
Singing is a favourite activity that takes place in the music room and tuneful songs can often be heard on the
Secondary corridors.
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SAFEGUARDING

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility!

